Our Lady’s High School

Minutes of School Board Meeting Held 28th February 2006

1.
Present:


Mr C.Findlay

Chairperson & Parent Member

Dr R.Millar

Vice Chairperson & Parent Member

Mr P.Davis

Treasurer & Parent Member


Mr B.Love

Headteacher and Adviser to Board


Ms M.Tulley

Staff Member

2. Apologies: 


Mr R.Boyle

Co-opted Member & Church Representative
Mr J.McDermott
Parent Member
Mr D.McArthur
Staff Member
Miss C.Flannigan
Student Representative
Miss M.Franchitti
Student Representative

Mr P.Dempsey
Student Representative





3. Opening Prayer

Mr Findlay opened the evening with the School Board prayer. Prayers were also offered for the repose of the soul of a former pupil of the school, Miss Pamela Knight. The Board extended its condolences to the Knight family and undertook to send a Mass Card to Mr and Mrs Knight.
4. Minutes of Previous Meeting and Business Arising 

• Following confirmation of the number of parent vacancies which currently exist on the Board, two new co-opted parent members will be invited to attend next month’s meeting.
• Feedback and discussion on school catering arrangements was deferred until the March meeting of the Board. Background information is based on monitoring by staff and reports from Pupil House Council meetings. Copies of catering price lists and sample menus were distributed for information.
• Minutes of the Parent Consultative Group Meeting for November 2005 were distributed. Attention was drawn to the presentations on Health Promoting Schools and Parent Councils.
• Mr McDermott will be invited to report at the next Board meeting on the last Parental Involvement Group meeting. 

5. Correspondence

• Some items of correspondence are referred to above under “Business Arising.”
• Pamphlets on Healthy Eating and Out of School Hours Learning, which are part of the Scottish Executive series “Information for Parents”, were distributed. These pamphlets are well presented and provide good links to further sources of information.
• The school’s letter to the Planning and Environmental Services Department on the absence of street lighting outside the school was considered. Mr Love reported continuing problems in identifying responsibility for installing and maintaining street lighting in Dalzell Drive. Dr Millar undertook on behalf of the PTA to pursue this matter further.
• The most recent Scottish School Board Association newsletter was also distributed. The newsletter contains details of the Association’s National Conference on the 18th March. This year’s theme is Parental Involvement. Board funds will be used to book two places at this conference.
• The Board also intends to be represented at the NLC Parents Conference, also on the 18th March, entitled “Co-operative Learning in the Classroom.” 
Ms Tulley confirmed that she could also provide information on this topic if required.

6. Chaplain’s Report

• Arrangements are in place for services and masses during the Season of Lent.
•Fr Millar has provided great support to pupils and staff over the last few weeks, following the death of Pamela Knight.


7. Rector’s Report

• Consultation with parents and pupils on the proposed introduction of Standard Grade English in S2 has been positive.
• It is now intended to proceed with the proposed changes from August 2006.
• The Board welcomed both the format of the school consultation and the curricular change itself.
• Some concern was expressed about the possible effects of the change in relation to the maturity of pupils and the relative performance of boys and girls. 
• Mr Love offered reassurance that staff were aware of these concerns and felt they knew how to address them. The school will also set in place monitoring arrangements to track the progress of this initiative.
• The school has made four submissions to this year’s NLC Spotlight on Success Awards / National Education Awards ceremonies.
• The school’s website is currently undergoing a major update. Parents and pupils will be consulted on the content of the revised site.
• Am update was provided on health promoting initiatives, including a smoking cessation programme for staff and pupils. The School Nurse, 
Mrs Marion McParland will be invited to the Board’s next meeting.


8. Treasurer’s Report 

• Board funds will be used to book places on the forthcoming School Board Association Conference.
• The balance of this year’s funds will be spent on stamps and stationery.



9. PTA Information

• Dr Millar reported on the planning for what looks like being a very successful Race Night. He emphasised the community benefits of joint ventures involving both Bothwellpark and OLHS.



10.
Agenda Items

Pupil Reports
Deferred 
 


11. Date of Next Meeting

The Board’s next meeting will be at 1900 on Tuesday 28th March 2006.



12. A.O.C.B.

There was no other business to be considered.











Bernard Love

March 2, 2006

