Our Lady’s High School

Minutes of the School Board Meeting Held 29th March 2005

1.
Present:


Mr C.Findlay

Chairperson & Parent Member

Dr R.Millar

Vice Chairperson & Parent Member

Mr P.Davis

Treasurer & Parent Member

Mr J.McDermott
Parent Member


Mr B.Love

Headteacher and Adviser to Board

Mr D.McArthur
Staff Member


Ms M.Tulley

Staff Member


Mr Brian Gilmour 
Observer, Bothwellpark High School


2. Apologies: 


Mr R.Boyle

Co-opted Member & Church Representative
Miss S.Kelly

Student Representative
Mr S.Smyth

Student Representative





3. Opening Prayer

Mr Findlay opened the meeting with the School Board prayer. 


4. Minutes of Previous Meeting and Business Arising

• The minutes of the previous meeting held on the 22nd February 2005 were read and approved.
• Mr Gilmour reported favourably on the HMIE Inspection of Bothwellpark High School. The report of the inspection is likely to be published in June 2005.
• The Board expressed its condolences to the School Chaplain on his recent family bereavement.
• A number of other business items were considered under individual agenda items below.

5. Correspondence

The following correspondence was noted:
• Confirmation of the receipt of Community Grant Award funds to support pupils undertaking voluntary work overseas during the summer.
• Various items of promotional literature.
• Information leaflets on development planning and quality and standards reporting which were distributed at the recent Parents Conference.
6. Chaplain’s Report

Fr Campbell continued services throughout the Season of Lent and was one of the celebrants at a successful Patronal Feast Day Mass.

7. Rector’s Report


• Work on the Sensory Garden has now begun. The project is well reported in current editions of the local press.
• A joint Our Lady’s High / Bothwellpark High submission has been shortleeted as a finalist for the NLC Education Department Annual Spotlight on Success Awards Ceremony.
• The school has two candidates, Mhairi Cassidy and Lisa Marie Grimshaw, standing in the forthcoming Scottish Youth Parliament elections.
• Interviews will be held in the school next week to appoint a teacher of Performing Arts (Drama) to take up post next August.

 

8. Treasurer’s Report

• New signatories have now been appointed and bank records adjusted.
• A small bank balance has been retained to meet postage and stationery charges.
• The balance of last year’s DSM funds has been spent on paper and minor stationery items.
• The Board decided not to take out individual membership of the Scottish School Board Association, as NLC Education Department already holds a corporate membership for its schools.
 


9. PTA Information

• The recent PTA Quiz Night raised £550 in aid of the S.E. Asian Tsunami Appeal.
• The PTA has viewed proposed plans for the school’s sensory garden.
• The possibility of producing pupil and / or class photographs had been raised and will be considered by the school. There are a number of issues to be considered here, particularly in relation to class photographs.
• The PTA has agreed to assist with the cost of ensuring that all classrooms in the school are able to have a crucifix on display.  



10.
Agenda Item 
 
North Lanarkshire Education Department Estate Management Plan
• Mr Love summarised the background to the plan and identified aspects of particular interest to the school.
• Following discussion of the plan, the Board agreed to write to Education Headquarters to seek clarification on two items contained in the report. The first related to current and projected school rolls relative to the stated capacity of the school. The second matter concerned statements in the report about the quality of the arrangements for secondary educational provision for two associated primaries. Both of these primaries share their catchments with other high schools.



11. Date of Next Meeting

The Board’s next meeting will take place at 7.00 on Tuesday 26th April 2005.



12. A.O.C.B.

Annual Parents Consultative Conference
• Mr Findlay, Dr Miller and Mr McDermott attended this conference on behalf of the Board and they reported on the format and content of the day.
• A major element of the programme had been presentations and discussion on the draft bill for the reorganisation of Schools Boards (consultation now extended until the 7th June).
• Major concerns were expressed at the conference and in the subsequent discussion by the Board about the nature of the consultation. The proposals, which promote the establishment of non-statutory “School Forums”, were felt to be flawed. The consultation questions themselves were complex in nature but also limited the range of responses that they allowed.  The Board also commented adversely on the amount of information on the proposals currently available to parents 
. 
• The Board agreed to work with the school to ensure copies of information leaflets were made available to parents as soon as possible.
• The Board also favoured organising an information event for parents in the school. Arrangements for this will be finalised at the next Board Meeting.
• The date of the next meeting of the Parent Consultative Group on the 5th May 2005 was noted.





Bernard Love

April 5, 2005

� Subsequent to the School Board meeting, copies of the introductory information leaflet “Making the Difference – Improving Parents Involvement in Schools: A Consultation on a Draft Bill” were received in the school and distributed to parents before the Easter Holidays.





